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EDITOR’S LETTER

WELCOME

Managing Editor
Georgia Lewis
Staff Writer
Mariam Ahmad

onaco will once again be the scene of the annual yacht show
and Elite Living Africa is delighted to be a partner once
again. This year’s event promises to be bigger than ever and,
as well as Port Hercules filling up with some of the world’s
most spectacular superyachts, there will be plenty to keep
lovers of fine cars and fine dining entertained too. As our
cover suggests, September in Monaco is a most magical time
of year. For more on the show, turn to page 40.

M

Talking of Monaco, Mita Vohra will be exhibiting some of her spectacular jewellery
designs at this year’s yacht show. On page 28, we have an exclusive interview with
Mita – our staff writer, Mariam, caught up with her in London. In keeping with
her African roots, many of Mita’s designs use Mozambican rubies and Zambian
emeralds. Meanwhile, on page 30, we learn more about the dazzling work of
Alexander Davis. He is definitely one to watch on the jewellery design scene.
As well as the Monaco Yacht Show, the Elite Living Africa diary has filled up with
other events – we take a look at the fashions off the field as well as the action on
the field on page 42 with a report on the Luxe Afrique polo day. On page 34, there
are the bold and beautiful highlights of Africa London Fashion Week and on page
32, we preview the Dubai Jewellery Show, which will be descending, diamonds and
all, on the decadent desert city in November.
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CALENDAR

22-25 August
Hublot Polo Gold Cup
The hugely popular event has
established itself as the premier
European summer tournament
ince 1996. Taking place against a
background of stunning greenery
in the upscale resort town of
Gstaad in the Swiss alps, the game
enthrals spectators every year with
top-ranking players all vying for
coveted world ranking points.
www.polo-gstaad.ch

3-7
September

Cape Town Opera,
Africa’s premier opera company is back this season
with a production of Gluck’s Orphée et Eurydic,
conducted by CTO Associate Director Tim Murray
at the Baxter theatre. The performance is centered
on the tragic love story of Orpheus and Eurydic.
and is one of only three performances of the
production this September. The opera is a blend of
both English and French, with isiXhosa
translations projected above the stage.
http://www.capetownopera.co.za

14th September

Istanbul Biennial
Considered to be one of the most
prestigious biennials worldwide,
the Istanbul Biennial aims to
facilitate itself as a meeting point
for visual arts and its respective
audiences, delving into new
trends within contemporary art
every two years. This will be the
16th Biennial organised by The
Istanbul Foundation for Culture
and Arts, who has been
organising the event since 1987.
www.iksv.org/en

25-28 September
Monaco Yacht Show
Europe's biggest in-water display of yachts is
back, showcasing an incredible fleet as well as
additional toys and tenders. The event will
attract major players in the industry who will
all be heading to the breathtaking bays of
Hercules. Yacht owners, brokers, and
charterers all gather to experience the
splendors of the superyacht lifestyle.
www.monacoyachtshow.com
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HIGH FLYER

THE

WINNING
TOUCH
At the age of five, Debola Williams
wanted to be an actor. His desire was to
stand in front of an audience and
influence the audience. No, he is not an
actor, but he is an influencer in the
world of political communications.
WORDS BY MARYANNE MAINA

W

hat do you need to do to win an African
election if you want to become a President?
How do you peak to the youth and
encourage them to vote during the elections? These
are questions that Adebola Williams can answer,
easily. He is known as Debola, the CEO of StateCraft
in Nigeria, a political communications company.
You have been advising African presidential
candidates for several years. What is the best advice if
they want to win elections in Africa?
My advice is quite simple - the candidate needs to
brush up on his image and crucially, bolster his
popularity among the youth.
Who was your first presidential candidate?
Our first client was the former president of Nigeria;
Goodluck Jonathan, we did youth communications for
the campaign of the former president. This gave us
insights into the opportunity which we tapped in 2014
when we worked on the campaign of the current
president Muhammadu Buhari. We were involved in
the campaign that led to his first tenure. When we
were working with the former President Goodluck, we
didn't view it from a business perspective, we viewed
it more as a necessity for the youth. While working
with President Buhari, our work went viral. We have
advised eight presidential individuals and we have
officially worked with five of them, these include the
president of Senegal, Macky Sall; the president of
Ghana, Addo Akufo-Addo; the current president of
Nigeria, Muhammadu Buhari; former president of
Nigeria, Goodluck Jonathan; and Kenyan presidential
aspirant Raila Odinga.
How did you create the company?
We created RED Media Africa with my co-founder
Chude Jideonwo, which is a leading full-service mediacontent, communication, and development company
behind well-known brands like YNaija, Rubbin’ Minds
and The Future Awards. We created this business
before we turned the age of 30. We named the 
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HIGH FLYER
relations, keep a constant and consistent eye on
the numbers. Then there is always the important
question: are my clients happy?

company RED because the colour is full of fire and
life. This is the same feeling we wanted to share with
our clients when speaking to the youth. Our
company has a division on media for development
where we did a lot of activism by working with
organisations that want to focus on the youth, we
also had marches that drove advocacy in the youth.
We thought that we can assist leaders to influence
more youth by using our platforms and skills and
make our nation better.

Who is Debola?
I have been raised by women, they are nurturers, they
groomed me as a seed, they birth so they understand
a seed and grow and build. I am a child of women.
My mum was a trader, selling plates at the age of 19,
she would travel abroad to purchase items to sell and
she became a well established woman at 30 years of
age. She is my inspiration, my backbone.

Wole Soyinka said his generation was wasted and he
did not see any future in our generation. The
question that we asked ourselves was ‘What if we
found young people to change this hopelessness and
give hope using positive peer pressure that will have
a ripple effect in the continent?’ We marketed hope
in a hopeless country, now there is hope.
What are some of the challenges you have faced in
the creation of the business?
We have sometimes felt we were too ahead of our
time. This meant that we had to build our ideas
and many people never thought that we could run
a company of integrity with a strong digital and a
business focusing on the youth. There have been
others challenges such as working with millennials.
It is not always easy but we have managed it using
a creative way to manage them and we have a 97
per cent staff retention. We have grown the
business to 80 staff.
Any plans for business expansion in to the rest of
sub-Saharan Africa?
Yes, as we already work in several countries, we are
looking at Ghana, Rwanda, Kenya, but this will be a
slow and steady process.
Is political public relations viable in Africa?
This is a viable business as there is a large number
of youth in the continent who need to be given
hope by our leaders. Every prospective leader needs
the youth to vote as they hold a large voting power.
But it is critical to understand how they
communicate to enable you to communicate with
them. That is the power we hold in our company,
understanding the youth and how to be a part of
their lives. My partner Chude and I wrote a book,
How to Win Elections in Africa.

You have many achievements and awards. Could you
tell us about these awards?
Awards are a reminder of your role to shape society,
responsibility and encourages you that you are on the
right path It opens you to a network of other
opportunities

“What if we
found young
people to give
hope using
positive peer
pressure that will
have a ripple
effect in the
continent?”

This year I was selected as a Young Global Leader by
the World Economic Forum for being a
changemaker. Currently, I am a Washington Fellow.
This is an award given to a person who has been
identified as a young leader and young visionary to
shape the future through inspired leadership. In
2018 I was awarded the Tutu Fellow for being a
pioneer at the intersection of media, democracy and
social change. In 2016, I was selected by the U.S.
Embassy to participate in the 2016 Mandela
Washington Fellowship.
In 2017, I spoke at several conferences in Europe and
America, including Harvard, Columbia, Yale and
Oxford. In 2013, according to Forbes, my partner and
I were named as 30 Africans under 30 years old
changing the face of Africa.
You gave a speech during the Obama summit in
2017. How did you feel?
Unforgettable. Incredible. I will never forget receiving
a standing ovation from the former president of the
United States of America, Barack Obama.
If you had to do it again what would you change and
what would you not change?
I would never change the business partnership. I have
done this for 14 years. A good partnership makes you
a winner. You have to build people and acknowledge
that your network is your net worth. Our networks
have enabled us to grow our businesses. I would not
change the days when I had no salary as that taught
us to be bold, as we had no choice but to ask, this
taught us people skills better and to be resourceful,
the hunger pushed us, there is not much I would
trade, as the experiences made us.

There are a lot of players in political public
relations globally and they have a strong footing in
Africa. What is your competitive advantage?
In-depth knowledge of a demographic that votes, the
youth driven culture, we understand this mindset. In
Nigeria, our youth is 50 per cent of the building
block, and we combine it with our deep know-how
of media business.

You turn 33 this year. Who will Debola be in the
next 20 years?
My goal is to help people live better, be happy,
achieve their dreams and goals, I enjoy being an
enabler and connector to assist people. I want the
company to be the gateway of Africa to access
young Africans, advising countries on how to speak
to the youth. O

Are there business lessons that you can share?
An idea will always remain an idea unless you in
the work to give the idea life. It is also important
to keep our costs low, keep staff requirements
high such as career development, have open
communication internally and externally, ensure
that we have growth venues, respect human
ELITE LIVING AFRICA / ISSUE 4 2019
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BUY IT NOW

RUGGING IT OUT
Delving into the world of exclusive rugs, we have
compiled a collection that will help you add that
final touch to your home sweet home.

KALINA tencel rug
$8110, www.brabbu.com
Taking inspiration from the oral traditions of
South America's mysterious Kalina people,
this bespoke rug featuring long lines and
clasically muted tones allows you to add an
elegant finish into your chosen space.

KASHAN Remix Rug
$2,426, www.limelace.co.uk
No rug list would be quite complete without an
appearance from the master of the rug game: the
Persian carpet.The traditional Persian ‘Kashan’ Rug is
brought bang up to date with a vibrant orange and
pink colourway as well as distressed textures, making
it a sure way ito bring the wow factor to your home.
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Bandas Rug
$3,572, www.gan-rugs.com
Four individual parts come
together to form this funky
blue-and-yellow toned rug,
designed by Spanish star
designer Patricia Urquiola. If
perhaps you would like to use
just one of the four rugs, fear
not for Patricia has taken into
this consideration with a unique
velcro feature which means that
the rug can be connected at
will. The material used is pure
wool, giving each Bandas rug
warmth and durability.

MOGG Stucchi Rug
$2,347,
www.gomodern.co.uk
Inspired by the glorious stucco ceilings
of Europe and Italy, Italian designer
Cristina Celestino has designed this
unique rug as if from below. She has
chosen to use floral decorations
animated by small birds in a geometric
pattern. Digitally printed on to an 80
per cent wool base, this unique rug is
both classic and contemporary.
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TRENDING TECH

TRANSPORTABLE
TECH
Here are some of our top picks for products
that will get you from A to B in no time.

DJI Mavic Pro Fly More Drone
$1,214, www.menkind.co.uk
If you see your search for the perfect drone as a
treasure hunt, the DJI drones would be the big X
marked on your map. This drone can do a blistering
40mph and even has altitude assistance, which helps
you always stay at a safe height. It has an impressive
battery life of 27 minutes, flying at a maximum
backup. You can use your phone to manoeuvre it, or
simply tap your screen to tell the drone where to go.
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TRENDING TECH

EPIKGO Hoverboard
$700, www.epikgo.com
What can only be described as not-yourtypical-board, EPIKGO has hit it out of the
park with its Classic Model. This features
two 400W motors that help propel it to a
maximum speed of 10 mph and climb slopes
of up to 15 degrees. EPIKGO comes with a
powerful 4300mAh battery, which means
you can ride 10 miles on a single charge.
This is an all-terrain board and can weather
on-and-off road conditions.

KooWheel Hovershoes
$580, www.koowheelskateboard.com
Like something straight out of The Jetsons,
the Koowheels consist of two separate selfbalancing hoverboards with inbuilt gravity
sensors on each foot, giving users the
freedom of mobility like no other rideable
can. Koowheel can reach speeds of 12
km/h and cover a distance of 10km on a
single 1.5h charge.

TRIKKE Defender
$6,500, www.trikke.com
Famously advertised by Jennifer Aniston in
the 2000s,Trikke is the master of the
mobility game.The Defender offers full
suspension, a more tactical and rugged
frame construction and 50 per cent more
power and speed than earlier models – oh,
the marvels of modern technology!
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WATCHES

THE GRAND PRIX
OF WATCHES
The Grand Prix d’Horlogerie de Genčve has
released this year’s participating watches. Here are
some of our picks for the most stand out pieces.

Girard-Perregaux
Carbon Glass
$11,712, www.girard-perregaux.com
One hundred times stiffer than steel, the
material's unique carbon properties
make it airtight without a container, and
not to mention, incredibly lightweight.
Integrating
pigmented blue glass fibres, the watch is
further. enhanced by a broader case
middle with tauter lines, it offers waterresistance up to 300 meters.
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TAG Heuer Monaco Eighties
$6,550, www.tagheuer.com
Following the release of the first of five limitededition Monaco watches intended to celebrate the
50th anniversary of the square-shaped TAG Heuer
watch, this is the first chronograph to be square,
waterproof and automatic, equipped with the Calibre
11, famous for its crown on the left side.The strap is
a black calfskin leather lined in blood red, with a
polished folding clasp in stainless steel.

Armin Strom Dual Time Sapphire
$169,000, www.arminstrom.com
Featuring 18ct gold sapphire crystal, the watch
comes with a distinctive oval case, including
regulators aided by Armin Strom’s patented
Resonance Clutch Spring performing a continually
horological two-step between the dual eye-catching
counter-oscillating balances. Independent movements
enable the Dual Time Resonance to indicate GMT,
or a second time zone, as well as a function used as a
timer or countdown.

Ulysse Nardin Skeleton X
Carbonium Gold
$17,500, www.ulysse-nardin.com
The SKELETON X bares all with its unique
openwork, the transparency of its movement made
possible by cutting away much of the material to
reveal the beauty of the three-dimensional heart
beating inside. At a mere 42mm, the case is more
angular and less round. This timepiece is a unique
fusion of carbon and gold, resulting in a shimmery
case of black and gold waves.
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Bvlgari, Diva’s Dream
The Roman Night
POA, www.bulgari.com
Part of The Divas’ Dream collection,
this timepiece indicates the hours
and minutes on two overlaid
Aventurine discs, each set with a
diamond pointing to the hours and
minutes shown by sapphires serving
as hour-markers and minute-track,
The piece is crafted in rose gold
contrasting with the dark blue
aventurine dial.
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Jacob & Co Fluers de Jardin
POA, www.jaconandco.com
Inspired by the movement of the Astronomia
Solar, the 42.5mm Fleurs de Jardin features a
three-satellite movement that rotates around
the dial in 10 minutes. On one satellite arm is
the Jacob & Co. flying tourbillon; on the
second arm is the time display and on the
third arm is a gemstone flower that turns
counterclockwise. Under these satellite arms
are more gemstone flowers that rotate
clockwise around the dial, ensuring that no
matter when you look at this watch, it will
always look completely unique.

Hermès Galop D'hermès
$15,400, www.hermes.com
This elegantly classic watch is presented in a
case that is rounded but not circular, measuring
40.8 x 26mm, and comes in two metals, steel or
rose gold. This version is set with two rows of
150 brilliant-cut diamonds (0.66 carats). The
crown is both flat and fluted, and is located at
six o’clock for greater ease of use, as well as
increased comfort. On the light-coloured dial,
an hour rim on a wide, grained band features
powdered, silvered or golden Arabic numerals
encircled by anthracite. These features are all
powered by a Swiss-made quartz movement.
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AN

ALTRUISTIC
ACT

For the fourth consecutive year,
Christophe Claret will be
donating a timepiece to the
Monaco Association against
Muscular Dystrophy (AMM).
BY MARIAM AHMAD

P

roudly taking its place alongside the
Monaco Association against Muscular
Dystrophy (AMM), Christopher Claret
is donating a timepiece to the Only Watch
for its eighth edition: the Maestro Corail.
Inspired by the Maestro Mamba watch that
is part of the collection, the Maestro Corail is
unique, resulting from a blend of fine
craftsmanship and aesthetic creativity for which
the Christopher Claret brand is renowned.
Voluptuous undulations of a coral snake
lie at the heart of the Maestro Corail
watch. Wrapped around the movement, its
hand-engraved body creates a powerful
contrast between the tangy blue and
orange brilliancy of its scales and the matt
black shade of the movement.
In terms of horological complications,
this piece once again illustrates the creative
audacity cultivated by Christophe Claret.
The patented large date display at 5
o’clock, is composed of two cones – one
for the tens on the upper part and the
second for the units, while also performing
a semi-instantaneous jump between
midnight and 20 past midnight.
The Only Watch auction will be held for
the third year running in Geneva, on
November 9 2019. Prior to that, from
September 25-28, the Monaco Yacht Show
will host the first stage of a promotional
world tour of the collection. The funds
collected will be entirely donated to medical
research on neuromuscular disease and
muscular dystrophy. O
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JEWELLERY

GIRL

WITH AN

ORTAEA EARRING
Kenyan founder of Ortaea jewellery,
Mita Vohra, sits down with Elite Living
Africa to discuss how Africa continues
to breathe inspiration into her jewellery
line as well as her philanthropy.
WORDS BY MARIAM AHMAD

M

eeting Mita Vohra almost feels like an
otherworldy experience, one cannot help
but feel totally awe-inspired by this
woman of many talents. Having initially studied law,
she went on to briefly join the family business,
Sarova Hotels, which was followed by a stint as a
film financier. She finally felt rooted in what we
now know her as – jewellery designer extraordinare.
“I had reached a moment in life that I like to call a
crosspoint, Ortaea was the answer when I coupled
my purpose with my true passion,” Mita explains.
The name of her jewellery line, Ortaea,
combines the Latin word Ortus, meaning origin
and new beginnings, with Gaea as mother nature.
“My love for nature, and its power as a
transcendent force is my inspiration behind
Ortaea,” she begins. “I have been lucky enough to
travel the world and draw inspiration from the
natural landscapes of places like Peru, Iceland and
of course, Africa. I am Kenyan, Kenya is home to
me, so the nature and the history of Africa is
obviously a real inspiration to me too.”
As Mita shows me her jewellery line, in the heart
of Harvey Nichol's fine jewellery floor, there is a
sparkle of excitement in her eyes as she points to
each piece of outstanding artistry.
“To me, gems are gifts from the earth with their
own set of unique characteristics and properties.
When I wear a certain stone, I feel something
special and this is why it is important to me that all
the stones we use are natural and from the earth,
Ortaea jewellery does not use any lab grown stones."
A stand-out feature of her collection are the pieces
that incorporate rubies from Mozambique, a
premium variety of the gem that are renowned as
some of the best in the world. "Rubies have such a
range of colours, there is so much depth and richness
in their colouring. They actually remind me of life
flow, because the deep red colour is so symbolic of
blood" she says. In fact, Mozambique is not the only
country in Africa from which Ortaea sources stones 
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“I believe sustainability should be essential to
any business. Especially for something like
mining, which is an industry that provides
sustenance for many African people. It was
important for me to find a provider that was
environmentally conscious," she told ELA.
Mita’s continued efforts for the betterment of
Kenya is not only environmentally relevant, but
also extends to the most vulnerable sector of the
population – children. Her charity, The Sunny
Vohra Foundation, is focused on providing
education for those who are from extremely
impoverished backgrounds and are looking for
ways to improve their lives. Its most recent project
was made in collaboration with Jill Samuels,
founder of Films Without Borders, and was focused
on young people from Nairobis’ Kibera and
Mathare slums: “I went to the Nairobi slums and
interviewed 200 kids, picked 14, and we trained
them to make a documentary about the slums,” she
says. “We actually had a professor who was flown in
from NYU (New York University), to teach the
children more about the art of script writing. Four
of the best went on to gain internships at Kenya’s
biggest media station.”
Mita comes across as someone who is always
looking to the future. Quite like the way she
describes nature, she has a transcendent quality to
her. With a list of upcoming projects, including a
collaboration with a film maker, as well as an
upcoming showcase at the Monaco Yacht Show, it is
clear to see that Mita Vohra will not be slowing
down any time soon.O

1.

2.

3.

1. Emerald Kenyan tsavorite ring
2. Nature collection ruby bracelet
set in 18K white gold.
3. Emerald and diamond ring set
in 18K white gold

from - many of the emeralds used in the collection
are from Zambia, a particularly stunning variation of
the stone that has a pure verdant green hue, as well
as a high degree of transparency.
A big part of Ortaea, as well as a cause that is
particularly close to Mita’s heart is the issue of
environmental consciousness, and the idea that we
should all try to be as sustainable as possible in
everything that we do. Ortaea definitely puts this
into practice, as all the stones from the line are
sourced by Gemfields, a sustainable mining company
that backfills their mines, allowing for quicker
ecological restoration. The company provides
traceability to all its stones, in an effort to increase
transparency in the colored gemstone industry.

Gems are gifts
from the earth
with their own
set of unique
characteristics
and properties.
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JEWELLERY

ALL THAT

GLITTERS
IS ON

DUKE STREET
Winner of the Jewellery Designer Of
The Year award, Alexander Davis is an
emerging talent to look out for.
BY MARIAM AHMAD

A

lexander Davis Jewellery is the perfect
blend of cutting-edge fashion and
traditional craftsmanship, and has been
seen on stars such as Nicki Minaj, as well as many
other red carpet regulars. He has been able to
build his brand around his unique perspective and
design style that blends an intimate understanding
of science with his passion for architectural and
natural forms. Having originally trained as a
biochemist, Alexander Davis now has his own
designer boutique and workshop in the heart of
Duke-Street which boasts one of the biggest gem
collections within the smallest square footage in
London. How's that for a career change?
Kicking off this stunning collection is a
pendant necklace that is, literally, as unique as
the owner’s DNA. The DNA Pendant, in
platinum, is set with diamonds, sapphires and
amethysts, and as explained by Alexander Davis,
"When a DNA pendant is commissioned, a
sample of the purchaser's blood is taken, and
their unique DNA sequence is used to
determine the order of the gemstones flowing
around the pendant, making each one totally
unique to the wearer."
The opulent Diadem finger ring in platinum,
featuring 10ct tanzanite and diamonds harks
back through the ages of Britain, evoking images
of the exotic flare found within the jewels of
medieval England. The tanzanite is captured
uniquely within the vaulted diamond-set arches,
forming an orb and spectre in the centre of the
ring, from which acrchitectural bands curl
outwards around the fingers. 

1.

ELITE LIVING AFRICA / ISSUE 4 2019

S06 ELA 4 2019 Jewellery_Layout 1 21/08/2019 14:57 Page 31

31

JEWELLERY

2.

4.

3.

Alexander Davis
has his own
designer boutique
and workshop in
the heart of
Marlyebone, with
one of the biggest
gem collections
within the smallest
square footage in
London.

The dazzling emerald and diamond ring
fetures 18ct yellow gold and white gold, with a
3.3ct emerald and 0.60ct of diamonds. This
piece effortlessly fuses the Art Deco style along
with modern architectural influences to create a
dramatic piece with a high visual impact.
One is reminded of the timeless and regal
jewels of the Middle Ages when first seeing the
dark romance sapphire trillion ring, set with a
2.7ct Ceylon sapphire and 0.65cts of diamonds,
it is also resminiscent of the Gothic architecture
that famously pervades Europe. O

1.DNA pendant
2.Diadem finger ring
3.Emerald ring
4.Sapphire trillion ring
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GO FORTH
AND

DAZZLE

The Dubai Jewellery show is back, featuring
over 400 masterpieces created by jewellers
hailing from more than 40 countries.
BY MARIAM AHMAD

R

unning for more than 20 years, the prestigious Dubai
Jewellery Show will be on from 13-16 November at
the Dubai World Trade Centre. The event attracts over
20,000 visitors, including consumers and those who are in
the trade. There will be more than 80 different product
categories showcased, ranging from designer collections to
unique precious stones.
This year, jewellery designer Yoko London will present highly
anticipated masterpieces, with a particular focus on pearls. The
brand seeks to redefine the way women of all ages wear pearl
jewellery, demonstrating through dramatic and imaginative
designs how pearls can be both classically elegant and a modern
fashion accessory. Yoko London’s designs primarily feature

Australian South Sea Pearls, Golden South Sea Pearls, Black
Tahitian Pearls, Akoya pearls and Freshwater pearls.
As soon as the Dubai Jewellery show is over, The Global
Business Forum Africa 2019 will bring together African and
UAE government and business leaders to explore avenues of
economic cooperation and facilitate bilateral trade and
investment flows.
H.E. Buamim, President & CEO of Dubai Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, said that this event will be part of a
larger initiative to support Dubai Chamber’s international
strategy and ongoing expansion efforts in Africa. The upcoming
forum will offer valuable insights on business potential in
promising African markets that have yet to be fully explored.O
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FASHION

AFRICA

FASHION
WEEK2019
A fearless expression of all things style
and fashion, Africa Fashion Week
London was a riveting two days.
WORDS BY MARIAM AHMAD
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Photo Credits:
Khalid Kobe Ikram

T

he largest annual African fashion event in
Europe, Africa Fashion Week London,
returned to the Freemasons Hall for its
9th season.
Two floors of the Freemasons Hall was
transformed into The African Market Souk and
Luxury Boutique – a treasure chest of handcrafted, Afro-centric accessories and clothing for
attendees to browse through and buy. Designers
from all over the continent showcased their bold,
kaleidoscopic prints that came in vibrant hues of
greens, yellows and reds.
Directly behind this area, guests could also
sample delicacies from the continent with the
African Food Market, featuring food from all over
North, South, East and West Africa.
For the first time in the history of African
Fashion Week London, there was a Business
Fashion Forum, with talks hosted by EPG Media
founder, Joseph Farodoye. This included
inspirational panel discussions that offered
guidance, advice and valuable industry insight to
aspiring designers and creatives. Some prominent
guest speakers included Azzi Glasser, celebrity
perfume designer, Simone Cipriani, UN officer
and head of the Ethical Fashion Initiative, Her
Royal Highness Queen Diambi of Kasia, Congo
and Her Excellency Erelu Bisi Fayemi, the First
Lady of Ekiti State. 
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Female and male models strutted their stuff
down the runway adorned in designs by African
fashion houses such as Eden Nash, Gugu Mobile
Boutique, Shwe: The Wearable Library, George
Amua, Sista by Eyoro and Liz John Black.
A collection that stole the limelight on day one
of the show was South African brand, Precious
Lulu Couture. The collection featured an array of
tassles and feathers on achromatic, structured
dresses. The brand has already won many awards
in Africa, and has worn by many African
celebrities, such as Java and Hayley Owen.
Multi-award winning, London based designer,
Mary Martin, was a hit with attendees on day two
with her menswear collection titled: “Blood,
Sweat and Tears.” The ready-to-wear collection
featured many statement pieces, including
bomber jackets, colourful blazers, and army print
co-ordinate outfits. O

Photo Credits: Khalid Kobe Ikram
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YACHTING

LIVING LA VIDA

GLAMOROSA
We took a look around Vida, an absolute stunner from
Heesen, and we’re delighted with what we’ve found.
WORDS BY GEORGIA LEWIS
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V

ida, formerly known as Project Antares, will
be on show at the Fort Lauderdale
International Boat show. Her maiden voyage
was a journey from Dutch waters to the
Mediterranean, where she met her new owners.
This follows rigorous sea trials, which took place in
March. During four days of tests, she exceeded her
contracted top speed, reaching 16.4 knots with noise
and vibration levels that remained in line with
specifications. She combines magnificent comfort in
all sea conditions with optimised efficiency across the
entire speed spectrum. Vida is the first yacht in
Heesen’s fleet to comply with the latest emissions
regulations thanks to a selective catalytic reduction
(SCR) system.
As well as world-leading performance, Heesen is
an absolute stunner inside. The owner appointed B
Design to create a décor that reflects his lifestyle and
taste. In particular, backlit ivory onyx arch frames at
the aft entrance to the main saloon, serving as a
display wine cellar for 21 bottles per side and creating
a glorious – and promising – welcome for Vida’s
guests with the bottles pointing inward to the saloon
like myriad signposts. More backlit ivory onyx is
found in abundance in the statement staircase, which

As well as
world-leading
performance,
Vida is an
absolute stunner
inside, with fine
materials such as
ivory onyx used
throughout.

Vida isa fine way to translate
luxury living at home to the high
seas, with the finest design
inside and out.
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features floating steps. Alternating strips of fumé
mirror and lacquered wood form the basis of an
incredibly intricate design that recalls the geometry
one can create with Meccano pieces.
Twelve guests are accommodated in five spacious
staterooms on the lower deck, while the 80-squaremetre owner’s apartment is located forward on the
main deck. The outdoor areas are magnificent and
inviting, offering Vida’s guests plenty of
entertainment space. A prime example is Vida’s
sundeck – measuring 100 square metres – which
provides the perfect place for enjoying life at sea. For
the daylight hours, this is the ideal place for lounging
around, invitingly enhanced by the pool that features
a mesmerising waterfall. At night, this space
transforms into party area complete with a starred
ceiling, a fully equipped bar, and a colourful
ambience created by the pool’s LED lights.
Guests can enjoy life close to the water in the
generous 80-square-metre beach club, in which Vida’s
owner has specified a gymnasium with equipment
that not would not be out of place at the finest health
clubs. A large fixed aft swim platform makes the
access to the water extremely easy and comfortable.
Complex, detailed and technically demanding to
complete, this masterpiece shows that if the designers
can think of it, Heesen’s craftsmen will meet the
challenge and build it.
Heesen is one of the few shipyards to retain inhouse construction of fine interiors. With a team of
80 dedicated fine cabinetmakers, Heesen can build
even the most complicated designs to the highest
Dutch quality standards. And in the case of Vida, it’s a
magnificently appointed vessel which will allow the
owner and his guests to enjoy life at sea autonomously
for several days. O
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BEYOND THE HARBOUR
As well as the spectacular array of superyachts expected at this
year’s Monaco Yacht Show, there will be a host of additional
events for a holistic experience.
WORDS BY GEORGIA LEWIS
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S

ince its inception in 1991, the Monaco Yacht Show has
grown to become one of the most prestigious and keenly
anticipated yacht shows in the world. Today, it draws more
than 125 superyachts to the sapphire waters of Port Hercules.
This year, 121 of the superyachts will be more than 25m in
length, the largest vessel will be 107m in length, 21 yachts will
exceed 60m, the average length is 75m, 42 will be new
launches making their global debut, and the average value of
the yachts on display is now €27 million. As well as the harbour
filling with yachts for the 28th time, the side events will be
bigger and more important to the programme than ever before.
The fourth edition of the Monaco Yacht Summit will address
an audience of potential yacht owners, charterers, their advisors
and family offices. The event aims to provide these delegates
with new insights into different aspects of the superyacht sector
so they can make informed purchases. A diverse panel of
yachting experts will be on hand to discuss relevant topics and
answer questions ahead of the show. This year, the summit will
be held on 24 September at Yacht Club de Monaco.
Also in its fourth year is the Car Deck exhibition. The latest
models from premium automakers, as well as niche customised
cars and bikes will again be on show at Quai Antoine Ier. The
Heritage Collection by Overfinch will make its world premiere
at the show. The British brand will display customised versions
of the iconic Land Rover and Range Rover models.
New to the Car Deck, Z’Art redesigns the interiors of
luxury cars. A leading player in automotive tuning on the
Russian market with 140 expert technicians who work on
top-flight passenger VIP-lounges inside SUVs and business
minivans, Z’Art will exhibit a range of its latest customised
creations to visitors.
Titan Motorcycle Co will find their place at this year’s Car
Deck and unveil their jaw-dropping retro-styled bikes. The
Austrian-based company will present one-off customised
models including the Titan Bavarian Bobber BMW R50-3,
Titan Xaver BMW K100, Titan One Honda CB350 and
Titan BlueFalcon YamahaMT-01.
Brabus will be showing a range of converted Mercedes-Benz
cars, as well as ultra-exclusive powerboats via their
subsidiary Brabus Marine. For those who prefer their Mercs
a bit older, a distinguished selection of genuine vintage cars
from the Mercedes-Benz Museum in Stuttgart will be on
display and up for sale.
Lovers of classic American muscle cars will be dazzled by the
genuine Shelby models which return to Monaco for 2019.
Gentleman Car, the exclusive dealer in Europe, will display
theCS GT40 MKI and the legendary Cobra 289 FIA and
Cobra 427 roadsters, all respectfully restored.
LLM-Mecasport, the Belgian restoration garage, based at SpaFrancorchamps, will exhibit the personalised Porsche 911 3.0L
RSR and 1977 Porsche 911 2.7L Targa on the Car Deck.
Garage Hotel, meanwhile, will be on hand to show off its stateof-the-art replicas of storied models like the Cobra or GT40
and Lola T76.
Making its debut last year was the Tenders & Toys area - fast
chase-boats, the latest sport tenders, e-bikes, inflatables and
even a remotely operated underwater vessel are among the top
water accessories that will make this year’s tender exhibition.
This will be back for 2019, located on Quai Antoine Ier
alongside Car Deck. O
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POLO

FROM AFRICA TO
THE WORLD
A sea of glamorous guests enjoyed
a day at one of the oldest polo
clubs in the United Kingdom.
WORDS BY JESS COUTTS

E

A stylish crowd enjoyed the polo and the socialising in London.

urope’s foremost African polo event took place
in London for the second time with the
prestigious Ham Polo Club hosting a glamorous
crowd of polo aficionados in a celebration of the style
and joie de vivre of African culture.
Guests, mostly head to toe in African-inspired finery,
proudly strutted one of the oldest polo clubs in the
United Kingdom, to the soundtrack of Afrobeats and
Fela Kuti, as Lux Afrique firmly marked its territory as
the go-to annual African polo day. It was so much more
than a sporting event, but a celebration of African
refinement and sense of occasion.
Exquisite African cuisine was provided to guests
courtesy of Waakye Leaf. The event also featured a
shopping lounge showcasing deluxe brands, Backes &
Strauss, Montegrappa and Yoko London.
The polo itself was a thrilling affair with two
opposing teams with similar handicaps battling it out in
front of a captivated crowd. The on-field action was
enought for guests to pause their mingling and revelry
and enjoy the spectacle. The match was opened by Lux
Afrique founder Alexander Amosu alongside the
director of The Sofa and Chair Company.
Team Africa was narrowly defeated by Team Rudo (a
rest-of-the-world team) with a scoreline of 4/3. The
honour of ‘Most Valued Player’ was awarded to Britishborn Louise Brown, who plays polo in the UK and
Argentina, while the title of ‘Best Playing Pony’ was
awarded to Illuminado.
After the prize-giving ceremony – which involved
the traditional spraying of champagne – the crowd
voted on the pick for ‘Best Dressed’ at the event. While
the competition was stiff, given the abundance of
fashionably dressed attendees, a ‘best dressed man’ and
a ‘best dressed woman’ were selected. With the match
over for another year, the guests enjoyed themselves in
true African spirit, dancing the afternoon away to the
live band, fronted by Nigerian legend Dele Sosimi.
Lux Afrique used the occasion to shine a spotlight
on a worthy charitable cause – Malaika – an initiative
to bring education, water and healthcare to the poorest
communities in the Congo. In 2011, Malaika opened
a school in the DRC, which today provides an
education to more than 300 girls. The charity was set
up by Congolese model and humanitarian Noëlla
Coursaris Musunka, who seeks to help communities
escape gender inequality, poverty, and lack of
education, all factors which restrict choices and
opportunities. Attendees were encouraged to donate
generously to Malaika on the day, and to commit to
further giving long after the dust had settled on
another great day at the polo.O
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THE NEED
FOR SPEED

Prestigious vehicles and motorsport have long been
close bedfellows. The 2019 season is no exception.
WORDS BY GEORGIA LEWIS
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M

any high-end automakers have a long history
with motorsport, and it’s a fine tradition that
continues to this day. And why not?
Technological advances in motorsports have long
informed the creation of the cars we choose for our
own garages – and motorsport is a great way to
showcase the latest advances which will make their way
off the track and into showrooms.
Jaguar, Audi, Maserati, Alfa Romeo, Ferrari and
Pagani have all been busy this year with events at tracks
around the world where drivers aim to break records
and the manufacturers hope to attract a new generation
of affluent buyers.
In particular, Maserati, Alfa Romeo, Ferrari and
Pagani have been omnipresent on the British
motorsport scene this year with all four marques
making a big impression on the green and pleasant
landscapes where UK tracks are generally nestled.
Jaguar has crossed the English Channel and headed
towards Germany to break records on the famous
Nürburgring.
Jaguar
The Nürburgring track is special - it has been the
scene of many a world record over the years and Jaguar
joined in on the fun this year. The Jaguar Special
Vehicle Operations-developed XE SV Project 8 set the
fastest Nürburgring Nordschleife lap time for a fourdoor production car again, burning around the 20.6km
track in just seven minutes and 18.361 seconds.
This officially verified time is 2.9 seconds faster than
Project 8’s previous benchmark, which was set in
November 2017, and seven seconds faster than any
other four-door production car on the German track.
Returning to the legendary circuit in a productionspecification two-seat Track Pack version of Project 8
was development driver Vincent Radermecker.
The car’s height-adjustable twin-spring coil-over
suspension was set in ‘track’ ride height, with adjustable
front splitter and carbon fibre rear aerodynamic wing
positioned for maximum downforce and stability.
Jamal Hameedi, engineering director, Jaguar Special
Vehicle Operations, said: “The original Nürburgring
time set by Jaguar XE SV Project 8 demonstrated the
extreme performance envelope of the world’s fastest
production sedan, but the SV team is driven by a
motorsport mentality and we knew Project 8 could go
even faster. This new official record time is a fitting
reward for everyone who has played a part in pushing
the boundaries for our customers with Project 8.”
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Production of the limited-edition Project 8 will
finish this year, with three distinct four-door
specifications available. They are a lightweight twoseat Track Pack – as used for the record lap times
in Germany; a four-seat configuration with same
aero package and performance as Track Pack; and
touring specification with fixed rear spoiler – this
one will be limited to 15 examples worldwide and
will have a top speed of 299km/h.
Audi
Audi has a long touring car pedigree and this
year, the All Power Audi team has been a force to
be reckoned with in the Global Touring Car
Championship. This has included an African
sojourn, with round five held at Zwartkops
Raceway. Simon Moss arrived and left as
championship leader, adding a sixth win to his
campaign, combined with a pole position and
fastest lap finish.
The first race of the round was a textbook
example of race control by Moss. When the lights
turned green, he had a clean start and took the
lead, while multiple incidents occurred behind him.
After the first turn, he took control over the race
and with a fastest lap he crossed the finish line in
first to claim his sixth victory of the season.
With his win, Simon extended his championship
lead from seven to 10 points over his closest rival
from Volkswagen, Keagan Masters.
The reversed grid second race was going to be a
challenge for Moss who, as the winner of the first
race, was last on the grid. The Moss-Masters rivalry
continued - he had settled in sixth position right
behind Keagan Masters.
“I was struggling with my tyres throughout the
race and I was happy to hold on to my position,”
Moss said after the chequered flag was waved.
Maserati
The Goodwood Festival of Speed is a very
British motorsport tradition but it draws in
manufacturers from across the world. Adding some
Italin flair to proceedings this year was Maserati
with the Levante Trofeo making its public UK
dynamic debut. A high-performance SUV, the
Levante Trofeo thrilled crowds on Goodwood’s
1.16 mile hillclimb in the ‘First Glance’ Class.
It is one of the fastest SUVs ever built, with a
top speed of 297km/h.
Powered by a 3.8-litre V8 twin turbo engine and
delivering 580 hp HP at 6,250 rpm, it features
Maserati’s Integrated Vehicle Control System (IVC)
along with a new ‘Corsa’ (Race) driving mode with
Launch Control functionality. Matteo Panini, owner
of the Panini Museum, one of the most important
Maserati collections in the world, wowed the
crowds in the high performance SUV, and
Francesco Mazzei, Italian chef and Maserati owner,
had his first thrilling experience of the famous
hillclimb as a passenger in the First Glance Run.
For those in the market for a new luxury SUV,
the Levante V8 range includes the Trofeo Launch
Edition and the GTS. The Launch Edition, which
is limited to only 50 units for Europe, is available
in three exterior colours – Blu Emozione matte,
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Giallo Modenese and Rosso Magma, and the
interior, featuring natural Pieno Fiore leather sport
seats, is available in black with red, blue or yellow
contrast stitching. The blue or yellow stitching is
exclusive to the Launch Edition, which also
features matte carbon fibre weave interior trim.
The Maserati Levante GTS shares the same 3.8
litre V8 Twin Turbo petrol engine, and pumps out
530hp. It features an exterior restyling focused on
the lower front fascia and the rear bumper for an
imposing presence on the road.
Alfa Romeo
The British Grand Prix, another quintessentially
British event, also enjoyed a stylish Italian
contribution this year, thanks to Alfa Romeo. The
GP Tipo 159 Alfetta was sent around the track at
Silverstone to celebration the first-ever grand prix
victory in the history of Formula 1 in 1950.
Respecting this history, the 159 Alfetta is an
evolution of the 158 that Nino Farina drove to win
the first race. It led the drivers’ parade before the
race with Alfa Romeo Racing Team driver Kimi
Räikkönen at the wheel.
The original Alfetta, designed in 1938 and
equipped with a 1.5-litre straight-8 supercharged
engine, won 11 out of 11 races in 1950 and saw
Nino Farina become the first F1 World Champion.
When it was first created in 1938, it survived
World War II because it was hidden in a farm,
under a fake woodpile.
In 1951, Alfa Romeo won the F1 World
Championship with the Alfetta 159, driven by
Argentinian F1 legend Juan Manuel Fangio. In that
season, Alfa Romeo radically developed the car,
which then became known as the GP Tipo 159.
The power output increased to 425hp at 9,300rpm,
with peaks of 450hp, and a top speed in excess of
312km/h. Going into the final race of the season,
Farina had won two races, Fangio three – by
winning the Spanish grand prix, Fangio was
crowned World Champion. For the 1952 season,
Alfa Romeo decided to withdraw - unbeaten - from
Grand Prix racing.
Ferrari
As well as appearing at Goodwood Festival of
Speed, Ferrari has been very busy with the Ferrari
Challenge UK series. Series leader Jason Baker
displayed his Ferrari 488 Challenge Car at
Goodwood and then headed to Croft to extend his
winning streak, having taken the chequered flag in
every race this year.
The 488 Challenge is the first turbo-charged
model to race in the Ferrari Challenge series, and it
is the most powerful Ferrari Challenge car ever.
The car is powered by a 670hp 3.9-litre V8 derived
from the award-winning series production engine.
Thanks to extensive development of the car’s
engine, aerodynamics and chassis, the 488
Challenge has achieved new levels of performance
and driver involvement.
As well as six drivers duking it out for stallion
supremacy in the UK edition of the Ferrari
Challenge, there are parallel events taking place in
Europe, North America and Asia-Pacific. 
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Pagani
Hypercar manufacturer Pagani chose Goodwood Festival of Speed to
celebrate its 20th anniversary. A convoy of Pagani Zonda and Huayra models
drove down to Goodwood from London with the cars in the line-up having a
combined value of more than £100 million. Company founder, Horacio
Pagani, was on hand to join the celebrations.
A one-off parade of Zondas wowed the crowds and there was a special
display of five important Zonda models, which were delivered to Goodwood
from the Pagani Museum in Modena. The display included Chassis #1, the
very first Zonda, which was made in 1999, as well as the £15 million Zonda
Barchetta, which made its memorable debut on the Goodwood Hill last year.
Rounding out the five were the 2005 Zonda F, 2009 Zonda Cinque, 2010
Zonda Tricolore and 2018 Zonda Roadster, one of just three sell-out models
made, and the world’s most expensive new car launched for £15million, and is
now appreciating in value.
A Zonda R that was subject to the extensive 'Pagani Rinascimento'
programme to restore and upgrade older Pagani models, was in action at the
event, tackling the Goodwood Hillclimb as part of the Supercar Run. O
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LUXURY TRAVEL

ALTERNATIVE

FESTIVE
Now is the time to start thinking
about planning a festive season
holiday with a difference.
WORDS BY GEORGIA LEWIS
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T

he end of the year is a wonderful time for
celebration, reflection and spending precious
time with those closest to you. All over
Africa, a wide range of traditions are observed
across countries and cultures at the end of each year
and however you choose to celebrate, there are
some incredible locations which will make this time
of year truly memorable.
Caribbean clifftop celebrations
While sub-zero temperatures and short days are
part and parcel of the festive season for many, a
warm, Caribbean location with views forever is a
pleasing alternative. Set on a clifftop surrounded by
the blue waves of the Caribbean Sea, Curtain Bluff
resort is the ideal destination to celebrate in the sun.
Guests can celebrate the festive season swimming
and sunbathing on the resort’s two pristine beaches,
playing doubles on the four on-site tennis courts or
enjoy activities such as yoga, snorkelling and paddle
boarding. Or, if you just want to chill out, there are
plenty of opportunities to perfect the art of relaxation.
The staff will take care of all meals, served á la
carte, while the cocktails, wine, beer, champagne
flow freely.
Over the last four years, Curtain Bluff has
refurbished to its four Hulford Suites, porte-cochčre
and main public areas, the colonial-style Tamarind
Restaurant and fully equipped watersports centre. In
time for the end-of-year guests, all 12 suites will have
undergone a transformation, with beautiful new
interiors, including tiling, bathrooms and furnishings.
They will also be expanding the gym with new fitness
equipment and building a separate yoga pavilion.

www.curtainbluff.com
Italian odyssey
Europe is associated with white Christmases but
there are plenty of places where revellers can enjoy
fine festive fare amid more temperate climes. Puglia is
a fine example – end-of-year visitors can experience
some of the best food Italy has to offer in a winter
where the average temperature is around 14°.
Celebrations begin on 8 December when the
Christmas lights are turned on and local residents
decorate their houses. Christmas markets pop up
everywhere, allowing visitors to easily sample a range
of culinary delights. The celebrations end on the night
of 5 January when La Befana, a witch-like figure who,
according to Italian folklore, hands out sweets to
children who have been good and coal to those who
have not throughout Italy on Epiphany Eve.
The Thinking Traveller has nine winter villas on
offer in Puglia for this popular time of year. The villas
vary in size and many come with heated pools.
Personal chef and housekeeping services are included.

www.thethinkingtraveller.com
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Thai delights
A long-time favourite for those seeking winter sun
rather than a cold, white Christmas, The Saronjin, a 56room boutique residence is luring festive holidaymakers
with six-night itineraries including á la carte breakfast with
sparkling wine served until 6pm.
Located in the serene Surin Islands, The Saronjin offers
opportunities for snorkelling around the coral reefs, gentle
hikes to waterfalls, private boat rides and a chance to
experience village life, complete with some of the best
local food Thailand has to offer.
Both the resort and the dining experiences have
been featured in The MICHELIN Guide Bangkok,
Phuket and Phang-nga 2019. The five-course
degustation menu with wine pairings is a highlight.

www.saronjin.com
Morocco snow
The snow usually falls on Morocco’s Atlas Mountains
in January and February but for a cooler climate
Christmas without leaving the African continent, this is a
region well worth considering. For a extended stay, there
are two ski resorts in the area and for those who want to
beat the heat and enjoy fine hospitality amid stunning
scenery, Kasbah Tamadot is an excellent choice.
The resort offers views towards Marrakech, up to
Mount Toubkal and across Berber villages.

www.virginlimitededition.com
King and queen of the castle
If you’re staying in absolute luxury, a chilly British
Christmas can easily become a cosy treat. To celebrate like
royalty, a Scottish castle is hard to beat. Inverlochy Castle,
located at the foothills of Ben Nevis, the highest peak in
the UK is a baronial mansion which has played host to
Queen Victoria and Queen Elizabeth II.
With just 17 rooms, personalised service is guaranteed.
Dining experiences are created using the finest local
produce and a Rolls-Royce Phantom is available to pick
you up from any Scottish airport.
For those willing to brave the great outdoors, guests
can book a boat trip on the private loch or try their hand
at clay pigeon shooting, pony trekking or fishing.

www.inverlochycastlehotel.com
New Zealand, new year
See in 2020 before anyone at home with a luxurious
New Zealand experience. While it’s the southern
hemipshere summer in New Zealand in December and
January, a stay at Kamana Lakehouse offers high-end
accommodation on high and pleasant average
temperatures of 22° by day and a cool 9° by night. This
could certainly justify lighting the fire at the highest
altitude hotel in Queenstown, a scenic town on the
shores of the South Island’s Lake Wakatipu.
Guests can enjoy a range of experiences including
the highest ferrata waterfall climb in the world, an
astronomical adventure with the Dark Sky Project and a
helicopter flight over Mount Vook, New Zealand’s
highest mountain.

www.kamana.co.nz

O
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All at sea
Wallytender concierge boats, Costa
Smeralda, Sardinia
Wallytender has partnered with Phi
Beach, an exclusive club located on
Sardinia’s magnificent Costa Smeralda
to offer an exclusive concierge
service. The boat will be transporting
VIP guests to the club from locations
across the island, such as Porto Cervo
and the islands of the archipelago of
La Maddalena. Perfect for anyone
who likes to arrive in style...
www.phibeach.com

Lake life

Brimstone Hotel, Lakes District, England
The Lakes District has inspired artists and
writers for generations and it has long been
a popular spot for a relaxed British break.
Brimston Hotel, which opened in 2013, has
redefined luxury in this most scenic region,
offering five-star accommodation in suites
with private terraces, indulgent spa
treatments and breakfast in bed. For those
who can drag themselves away from this
ultimate relaxation, there are off-roading
adventures on offer.
www.brimstonehotel.com

Endless summer

BLESS Hotel, Ibiza
There’s still time to eke out the
last of the European summer and
Ibiza is a fine place for such a
holiday. The summer
entertainment programme at the
BLESS Hotel in Ibiza includes
long, opulent Sunday brunches, a
photography exhibition, and
parties which run into the early
hours. And when it’s time to
recover, a canopied daybed by the
water is ideal.
www.blesscollectionhotels.com

OMMA Santorini boutique hotel
Just opened on the glorious Greek
island of Santorini, the OMMA offers
luxury on a personal level. Never
overcrowded, the hotel offers stunning
views in every direction, fine cuisine
and personalised service.There are just
30 rooms, including villas with private
pools and maisonette suites with
plunge pools. Catering for private
celebrations is a speciality here.
www.ommasantorini.com

Opulwnt OMMA
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Silver jubilee
Banyan Tree Phuket
Banyan Tree Phuket is celebrating 25
years as one of the most blissful luxury
properties on the popular Thai island. To
mark the occasion, the resort has special
offers for guests, has opened a selection
of new pool villas and pool residences
for bookings from November this year,
and is even hosting golf and football
tournaments for charity. In keeping
with its sustainability commitment, the
company has a goal to plant 25,000
new trees worldwide.
www.banyantree.com/phuket

Whale
watching

Humpback whale watching around the world
Throughout the year, there are great times to
book a humpback whale watching holiday but
the secret is to make sure you book the right
place at the right time. If you’re feeling
adventurous, consider a diving holiday.
Brilliant destinations include Ningaloo Reef,
Australia (August to October), Mozambique
(July to October), Moorea, French Polynesia
(July to November), Turks & Caicos, the
Caribbean (January to April) and Socorro,
Mexico (January to March).
www.originaldiving.com

Vita Maldives

Bespoke and boutique
in Brazil
Bespoke Brazil resorts
Bespoke Brazil’s luxury portfolio has been
expanded to include Hotel Casana and Pousada
Trijunção – two magnificent boutique properties
offering luxury accommodation in destinations
of outstanding natural beauty. Casana in Preá, in
the north of Brazil, close to Jericoacoara, offers
just nine exclusive suites on pristine coastline.
Pousada Trijunção, meanwhile, offers one of the
continent's most exclusive and remote luxury
wildlife experiences.
www.bespokebrazil.com
ELITE LIVING AFRICA / ISSUE 4 2019

The Baglioni Resort, Maldives
Officially opening on 1 October,
The Baglioni Resport Maldives is
currently in its soft opening phase
and will be available at a special
rate until September 30. Located
on the Dhaalu atoll, a 40-minute
seaplane ride from the capital,
Malé, the resort has 96 villas
surrounded by greenery and
turquoise seas. It offers Italian
hospitality, fine dining options
and leisure opportunities.
www.baglionihotels.com
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THROUGH THE

GRAPEVINE
English winemakers are determined to make their
mark on the international viticulture scene and
Denbies Wine Estate is no exception.
WORDS BY GEORGIA LEWIS
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W

hile many countries of continental
Europe are well-known for their fine
wines, along with the new world wine
countries, such as South Africa and Australia, there
are some emerging vineyards in England which are
making a name for themselves with wines that can
compete on the international stage. One such
vineyard is Denbies Wine Estate.
Located deep in the green and scenic county of
Surrey, a short journey from London, the property is
surrounded by the Surrey Hills Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty and the North Downs.
Denbies specialises in white and sparkling wines.
There are eight white wines on offer, covering a broad
spectrum of palates, from the acidity of a 2015 Pinot
Gris through to the unmistakable sweetness of a
vanilla-tinted Botrytis. And the eight sparkling wines
offer some great choices for special occasions, proving
that bubbles don’t have to come from the Champagne
region to be truly celebratory.
There are three reds on offer – a pinot noir, two
very berry blends, one smooth and dry and one
light, fresh and fruity.
The solitary rose, the Rose Hill, has been grown
by Denbies since 2005 and comes from grapes wellsuited to the cooler English climate.
“The reputation of English wine continues to grow,

An emerging
English vineyard is
located in the green
and scenic county
of Surrey, a short
journey from
London, with
wines covering a
wide spectrum of
palate.
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and wine tourism is an integral part of communicating
this message loud and clear,” said the chief operating
officer of the vineyard, Jeannette Simpson. “We look
forward to offering a world-class vineyard and winery
experience here in the heart of the Surrey Hills.”
To that end, Denbies offers luxury accommodation
amid the vineyards. Keeping it cosy, intimate and
highly personalised, there are just 17 en suite rooms at
The Vineyard Hotel - the first vineyard hotel in
England - along with a fine dining restaurant and bar.
Commitment to the environment is an important part
of this hotel, with the architect creating a carbonneutral building.
The Vineyard Hotel will have subtle references to
its' prime location in Surrey Hills wine country.
Guests will be able to taste the complete range of
Denbies wines from the Enomatic wine dispensing
machine, which is linked to their room key cards.
Natural bark walls will line the reception entrance
opening into the wrought iron vine gates leading
through into the stunning orangery with expansive
views over the vineyard. Bespoke barrel-crafted
furniture reflects the origins of the working winery.
Guests can enjoy the open landscape garden with
its two cabana-style seating areas where guests will
be able to enjoy local cheeses and charcuterie
accompanied by the wine made and produced on
the estate.
So visitors can experience the vineyard and the
surrounding area, Denbies offers seven miles of
paths for those keen to explore. The paths take in
part of the North Downs Trail, a renowned scenic
walk with Instagram-worthy opportunities aplenty.
Box Hill is located opposite the hotel, making this
a perfect destination for those seeking a tranquil
stay as well as a spot to take in some of England’s
most spectacular views.
“We have been at the forefront of wine tourism
in England since the estate opened,” said Ms
Simpson. “Denbies Wine Estate continues to pave
the way for sustainable green tourism. It aspires to
be the first fully carbon neutral vineyard hotel in
England and in today's current climate surrounding
the environment will be a big draw for eco-friendly
tourists looking to stay in the area.”O
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DREAM
WORKS

Contemporary African art goes on
show in a travelling exhibition.
WORDS BY SAMANTHA PAYNE
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ABOVE AND LEFT: Queen Rwej by Vitshois Mwilambwe Bondo, Like heroes by Soly
Cissé, Homo planta I by Barthélémy Toguo and Scars IV by Meriem Bouderbala.

or the first time in Africa, there is a travelling
exhibition featuring 30 of the world’s most famous
African artists.
Pręte-moi ton ręve – Lend me your dream – is being
organised by the Foundation for the Development of
Contemporary African Culture, showcasing the unique
stories of artists that have put Africa on the world
contemporary art map; talent that would otherwise remain
unknown across the continent.
“From Casablanca to Abidgan, Dakar, Lagos, Addis Ababa,
Cape Town and Marrakech, through its very nature this
travelling exhibition addresses the question of geographical,
economic, political and mental borders, seeing the Sahara as
a bridge rather than as a obstacle,” said Yacouba Konaté,
general exhibition curator.
All too often the careers of African artists are built on
exhibitions in Paris, Berlin, London and New York without
the art lovers in Africa having the pleasure of seeing and
appreciating their work.
Pręte-moi ton ręve seeks to change this, by revealing these
artists and their powerful creations in six different cities.
Konaté explains, “While Olu Amoda is exploring the beauty
of iron and steel in Lagos, he remains totally unknown in
Ghana; the immense Ghanaian artist Koffi Setordji has
never exhibited in Douala; and Jane Alexander, the subtle
and powerful sculptor and photographer from Cape Town,
is better known in Berlin than she is in Harare.”
The exhibition will give rising Ivorian star Jems Koko Bi
prominence with his sculpture, which represents Darfur,
showing the disturbing nightmares belonging to the wartorn country.
In contrast, Chéri Samba paints Mami Wata, a well-known
myth across the continent, whose colourful work epitomises
a magical Africa.
Women tend to dominate in Vitshois Mwilambwe Bondo’s
paintings. At Pręte-moi ton ręve, he is showing his painting
of Queen Lueji (Rwej) of the Mwant-Yav Dynasty of the
Lunda Empire, which occupied a large part of the present
Democratic Republic of the Congo, as well as Zambia and
Angola. In history, she married several men therefore
challenging her husband. Bondo wishes to immortalise these
heroines and transform them into divas of modern times.
Soly Cissé’s Comme des héros, (Like heros) is explosive in
colour, transporting you to a mystical world with the central
theme of humanity.
Many other works, for example, by Barthélémy Toguo
with his Homo Planta II and Mereim Bouderbala’s Scars IV
piece, will no doubt shock and captivate you.
In each of the cities visited, Pręte-moi ton ręve has chosen to
pay homage to a local artist in recognition of their work. In
Casablanca, it honoured the works of Farid Belkahia.
Entitled ‘Belkahia contemporain’, it took place from 20 June
to 31 July at the Artorium, where more than 40 of his works
were on show, some of them for the first time publicly.
These works, made from natural raw materials (copper, ramskin, paper) contain a latent past. “Tradition is man’s future”,
Belkahia famously declared, inviting people to see the past
as something that is unfinished and open.
Next stop for Pręte-moi ton ręve from September will be in
Dakar at the Musée des Civilisations Noire – don’t miss it.
www.pretemoitonreve.com O
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SEA VIEW VILLA,

SON VIDA,
MALLORCA
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$22.2m
Engel & Völkers
This new villa, designed with much attention to detail enjoys a stunning
location in the exclusive Son Vida Hills. The south-facing property offers an
amazing view to the bay of Palma, its cathedral and the sea. The luxury home
is divided over three floors and is fully furnished. The living area is approx.
1.646 sqm on a plot of 4.275 sqm. On the main floor is the master-bedroom,
bathroom, walk-in closet and study. On the upper floor there are
four guest-rooms with en-suite bathrooms, and a separate service apartment.
The show kitchen comes in addition to a separate working kitchen and opens
to the covered outdoor dining area with barbeque kitchen.
This luxurious estate is completed with a heated infinity pool with integrated
whirlpool, a large spa area with sauna, steam bath, jacuzzi, fitting room and
own wet bar, as well as a gym. There is also an outdoor cinema by the pool,
the home theatre, 4k projector and Bowers & Wilkins sound system, and
air-conditioned wine cellar. The underground carpark can accommodate four
cars and is equipped with a rotating platform.
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ANANDA ESTATE,
GOVERNORS HARBOUR,
ELEUTHERA BAHAMAS
$7.99m
Sotheby's International
This stunning Asian contemporary masterpiece combines the idyllic beachfront Caribbean
landscape with a touch of Zen, wrapped in a state-of-the-art package. From the moment you
enter, you can feel a true sense of seamless integration between luxury and utility. Every inch
of this dream home exhibits attention to fine detail and composition. Quartz, Carrara white
marble, limestone, anthracite and Sukabumi stones are used throughout. Rich walnut woods
provide a warm complement to the sea of stone.

-

4 bedrooms
5 bathrooms
Wet Bar
15,000 sqft of
indoor-outdoor living
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PALM
JUMEIRAH
VILLA, DUBAI
$4.59m
LUXHABITAT
This contemporary villa on Palm Jumeirah
offers a breathtaking sea view. The property
has the highest building quality, luxury
furniture and features the latest in smart
home technology. This fully furnished
seafront home is surrounded with only new
bespoke homes. The ground floor features a
guest room and formal and family areas, as
well as an equipped kitchen, grease kitchen
in the back for heavier cooking, and staff
quarters with an entrance from the service
corridor outside. There is covered parking
for two cars.
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TIME FLIES,
MARSH
HARBOUR,
ABACO BAHAMAS

-

5 bedrooms
4 bathrooms
Boat House
1.5 Acres Exterior

$3.9m
Sotheby's International
Situated on the eastern peninsula of the
Eastern Shores community in Marsh Harbour
Abaco, Time Flies has the aura of being on a
private island. The property consists of three
exceptional buildings built with New England
style architecture, with sea views from all
rooms. The house is elevated with two
bedrooms. Above the two-car garage is a studio
apartment, and overlooking the boat docks is a
two-storey, two-bedroom boat house.
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EMIRATES
HILLS VILLA,
DUBAI
$7.6m
LUXHABITAT
This palatial family villa is located in the
exclusive Emirates Hills. On the first floor
of the villa, there are five en-suite
bedrooms with a spacious master bedroom
and a pleasant family room facing the golf
course. In addition, the main floor has a
show kitchen, wet kitchen, family sitting
area, formal dining and living area, office
space and two guest bathrooms. The
property comes with covered indoor garage
for four cars and an open garage carpool
for another four cars. Other features
include beautiful spacious garden with a
large pool and sitting area.
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SON GALCERÁN,
MALLORCA
$8.4m
Engel & Völkers
Set high above the sea in the Serra de
Tramuntana, between the mountain villages
of Valldemossa and Deiŕ, Son Galcerán
estate on Mallorca’s northwest coast is a
former ancestral seat. It boasts splendid
views looking out to the Mediterranean sea,
as well as a picturesque countryside aspect.
Originally built by Louis Salvador, Archduke
of Austria, around 140 years ago, the interior
encompasses some 1,000 sqm, including
seven bedrooms each with en suite
bathrooms, several reception rooms, dining
room, sitting rooms, private library, home
cinema, a gymnasium and swimming pool.

-

7 bedrooms
8 bathrooms
Historic estate
10,763.91 sq ft
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